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Sacred Waters

ORIGINAL INHABITANTS

For more than 2,500 years before the Spanish missionaries
first arrived in the Bay Area in the 1770s, dozens of small,
politically independent native “tribelets” belonging to the
meemesnfe - Ohlone language group inhabited the region. Recent studies

suggest that the Temescal neighborhood was once part of the ancestral homeland

of the Huchiun people. While actual village sites are not known, the Huchiun
Ohlones no doubt hunted, fished, tended the land, and gathered seeds and acorns
all along Temescal Creek. They built their modest, dome-shaped shelters of willow
branches covered with tules, and erected sweat houses, or “temescals,” on the

banks of the creek. Thus, using a wide range of time-tested technologies and with

acute knowledge of their environment, the
Huchiuns successfully lived off the bounty of
the land. No record remains of any Huchiuns
having survived the hardship which native
people throughout the Bay Area endured un-
der the Spanish mission system. However, it
is likely that through intermarriage the
Huchiun lineage persists today.
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Temescal Creek Watershed

Remember,
what we dump
in the street
ends up in

Follow The Creek, a project of Frionds of Tomescal Crook, was made possible through the support of the Alameda Countywide the bay
Clean Water Program and the City of Oakland Office of Public Works - Environmental Services Division, Designed by Jof Normn



